
OXBOl4r

AII-IL AtsOILJII

FORTIFIEDFOODS

n heatthy, balanced food should be a daity stapte

,Jl ff fi ;1; ilit3?H j',;:,y:Tj&ffi ?,:11:t:
best for your furry fam i[y mem bers can be a confusing
and intimidating process for new pet parents and
[ongtime pet caretakers a[ike. The folLowing guide is
designed to provide the basic information necessary
to hetp you choose a food that meets the specific
nutritionaI needs ofyour beLoved pet.

A measured amount of a uniform, batanced food provides key
vitamins and minerals sma[[ pets need to thrive. ln the witd, your
pet would consume a variety of ptant material each day, receiving
ample amounts of micronutrients (i.e. vitamins and minerals) in th6
process. ln captivity, it becomes your responsibitity as pet parent to
provide these im portant components oF nutrition.

P r emium& NutritionallY
Co rr ect F o o d, Checklist

I Vn;pr^peltetl = <orrptete

tJ vrutrition in every bite

I tpe<ie! and Lilettage lpecill< (4rait

1l hoy-barcA for adutt, At{alfa-bared for
I goun{r qvowinjt pregnant orlaclatinol)

t/ Pr.bio+i.r to feed ioolbacleria

(hetated minerah (e. 1. " pro*einatet" )

for nroit e{fitievrt abiorptior'r

Natural Pretervativet (I,{ixed

Iocopheroll, Rolenna ry €xtra<t)

For herbivores such as rabbits, guinea
pigs, and chinchiLtas, a uniform fortified
food shoutd make up 2oo/o of the daity
diet. The majorityof the diet (zov,) shou [d
come from un[imited fresh grass hay. The
remainder of the diet should come from
fresh greens {8v") and healthy, a[[-natural
treats (up taz,a).
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For ornnivores such as hamsters,
gerbils, rats, and mice, a uniform
kibble shoutd make up 7502. of the
dai[y diet. The remainder of rhe
omnivore diet shouid come from a
mix of fresh veggies, greensi and fruil
(:ov") and hea[thy, ai[-naturai treats
for bonding (up to Sv").,l

,l

( frJo re{rned \ugar\ {e-X- glucole,

dextrole, lu(roler (orh iyrup)
Daily food requirements vary depending on age, species,
and additionaI factors specific to individuat pets. young,
growing, and pregnant or nursing pets have high&
nutritiona[ requirements and wilt generatly need a
larger quantity of food (or more free access to-food) than
rnature pets. Atways foltow the feeding guidelines on your
pet's specifrc food package. Consutt your veterinarian if you
have questions about how much food your pet shoutd eat.
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;T!:l:u, and tifestasi spe;if.c;;
meet the particul,ar drdr, ;il;:
Learn more about Oxbow foods ot
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1!l n* of the biggest differences you wiLL notice when

Lt::nt";11,ff-';:T..'[,*""#H,-:;'"',"-Ji.r*",Iffi iJ
ar"e. the primary differences between these food type:, and
which is the best choice far yaur pet? Ler,s takea closer look,

Mix-8as ed Diets
. Corrtain seeds, nuts, fruits and

miscellaneous pieces which are often
high in carbohydrates and simpte supars. Typicalty lower in frber than unif6rm
pe tlets

. Come in bright colors t* appear ,,fun'"

and appeal. to young cusromers. C*1J:ll ro obesity, setecrive eating,
and Gl iItness

Uniform Pellets
. Prevent the setective eating behavior

cornmon amongst sma[t pets. Provide comptete nutrition in every
b ite

. Typicalty higher in fiber than mixes. Less tikety ro contain added sugars,
artificial e oiars, or flavors

Prebiotics are c,stible ingredienis tl-ratr:.On-d iB
e go';d
of p:'e5

provide food for th bactrr:"1 ir: your pet': Ll
t ra ct. Fer rrr *:ttal i,:-l r-r iot;r', rnritlrit: tl-re Gl tract
p rtrd u tes le r:ef: c ra ariiis which ald in rhefarry

mple:,cli gesti*n procers. Exa i:i be n efrcia i prebi,::irr tr;
ir:.:k f or in a l':igh-queLiry ioo.J ,nriud* i nutin (cl'rieory
rootj, ye a:r c;-; Lture, arrc hydrr.rl.yzecl yea 5l

PrObiatiCS are live bacteri,i rnterr,Jec t,r) rrlarrtrain
heaithy ievels of good bacterra ir.. ihp (:l irac:. \rr/hil.e
prob:otic supplernents are popuiar irr hur-nals ar:rl
certain pet !pe(ier. these bactela have rcI been
proven to survive the mannfacturing proce55;-.1
conver';tior"iat foods, rror the acidic enviror mrrrt of
the:tomarh. Additional researclr i; al.,o needeC to
under::alC wl-rclr .,ps61f,i strar't:. 6i giocl Daclef r.t
exi:t in tl:e Ci tract of dr.1*rent :ma.L .r"rr,,rr.iL,: Avo,ri
food-, rr:akirg health tta:ms rela:rng tt protriotrc:

Chelated Minerals:
A hff a re Ab s o rb ab le So urce

ln tire ra.ri ld, snrall *nir:rals ree Eive alL th* mineraLr f hey needtl?I ::r y*.ii*!y of ptant:nareriatrhey consume As pers, ir,s
r.'ilportanr that these animaLs have access to high'qr*Lity,
bir:availahIe mineraIs via their clarty foocj. Some mineraLs
i:ar: be more cj iffrcuLt than others for smati pets to absorb
Thr,ough the process of "chelarion,,,minera[s are bound to.rrnino acid: or other organic cornpouncls to form 

" *oru
ea-.,rly atrsorLrahle mrneral comptex. Chelatecl minerals are
!,:,t'gjl"O 

tc survirre digestion ancj are more reacl ity absorUeci
t han : he ir norr-chelated (oufl terparts, CheLated mi nerals can
typ i calty be id ert ifr eci by r he suff;x,.-are,, fo Llowi ng a rr i neral.s
chemical name, L)xbow foorls rontain cheLated*minera[s in"proieinate" fornr (e.g, zirrc proteinate),

Small ar:imal,c have sperifir nr_rtritionai neecJs aI
valioLti rtaBei ,n,ife Fo. ex.rmpl; you.1g S"c,.,v,68,.:nd pregi.lnt o{ Lactatrng an,-ru[-, h.r"vr" hrghe"i
energy rerluirement-,.tnd:hor-rtrj be nlferrC a l'r:oc
th.rt rs,rpecifrcally designed to ineet ilrese rreerl:
Ar;rllalfa-b.rsed uriform petiet provicies a more
nut: ierrt-dense diet that supports arrintals cL_.lr:nu
thele stages of iife Fi:r arJuit
atrt,.1a.5. a grari 'tay-oa;ed
iroc prov,des ap)rx[jriat.
levels oi pr.*tein anc'j f;t ro
meet rrailttpr'!antE needr,
whi le r:revenri ng ohesity.

Prcbioti($ vi. Probiotict
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E

l,txeI

Youno1vl. Adult - Ihe lnrportance

Ipecrfc fr-t

a

::,"4,.i&,-

For more information about your pet's nutrition and behaviours, yisit IttH r.oxbowaustralia"com
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