
oxBow

AiLtL A,tsCIttjll

DEilTAL IIEALTII

Rabbits, guinea pigs, chinchillos, and other smoll
herbivores are expert chewers with teeth that grow
continuously throughout their lives. Dental diseose is
comrnon in these species, but itt often preventable

through proper diet and care. The following
inforrnotion is designed to help you
take the necessary steps to ensure

y o ur p et's teeth sr e healthy throug hout
their entire Iiues.
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Rcb&its have a total of z8
teeth. ln additio n to the

incisors in f r ont, they hav e
o series of auxiliary incisors
(peg teeth) and pre molars
and, mola r s {che e k te eth).

qut(K

rtP a,r
{} . i,\ if*,rl.

{-.

affer unlimited omounts of
grdss hoy to rabbits, guineo

pigs, and chinchillas. Hoy
stimulctes normal chewing
and de ntal w e or p atle r ns,

helping de*easethe risk of
dentsl disease for pets whose

te eth g row co ntinuo urly.

ilental ilisortlers:
Vhat to Vatch For
Robbits, guinea pigs, and chinchi{las are prey animals
that will often hide signs of pain and illness. Consult your
veterinarian if you notice any of the following chonges in
behavior and/or o,ppearance, as they may be an indicotor

of dental diseose.

* Noticeably
overgrownteeth

-*S Observeddifficulty
withchewing** Reduced,grooming
and/orbatd
patches inthefur**f Abnormaleating or
drinking

*h Orooling or wetness
around the mouth*| Reduced octiuity
level** visiute signs of pain
(e.g. hunching in a
corner or grinding
teeth)*4 Weightloss

Froper Atrfgnment \rs" h{isatrfgn{nent

Lack of proper dental weor csn leadto a variety of serious issues, including: discomfort
and pain, molocclusion, abscesses, bone spurs, ond others. Contoctyour veterinarianif

younotice anychonges intheappearanceof your pet'steethand/orhowtheyalign.
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Hay & Your Pet's Dental Heatrttr
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Dentd Healttr Checkli$[
t.td-B re.lw.la,r u!":,.?:ry eheckupt

Or"i:,f ;lii,;i;:ii,xffi i#r;
ossess your pet's dental health during th's
uisit, and it's a great oppoftunity to ask ony
guestions y o u hav e ab o ut yo ur pet's teeth.

o$er \ale, evrriching chew!
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'vevleeA pellefi or treatt
Pellets are on important part
of your pet's daily nutrition, but
overfeeding them con lirnit your

pet's interest in hay. Always fotlow feeding
recommendations on pellets ond treots.

Cherars made r,uith wouen hoy,
untreated wood, appte sticks, and
other natural moterials are great

for helping keep your pet's teeth
heolthy. Offer multiple items to keep your
pet interested and enriched.

leeA uvrliynited annour,rt$ ol ha v
Hay is the ideal high fiber material to
provide healthy dental wear for your
pet's constantly growing teeth. Qffer o
variety of hoys to prevent picky eating
tendencies that can lead to dental

disorders overtime.

Pay attentiorn to your pet

Y'l:;: :"!: : :r'::,":;':^,: :t #l
I or her appearance, behaviors, andrr'r health, lf you're ever concerned
about the way your pet is octing, be sure to
consultyou r veterinarian right away.
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"*& Grass hay is the ideot, highfiber materialto provide
healthy dental wear

** Eating hoy facilitotes the natural "side to side"- chewing motion of smal I herbivores

.,\ Offer a lariety of grass hoys to encourage
w consumption and prevent picky eating
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