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This care guide from Oxbow Animal Heolth will teach
you everything you need to know about keeping your
p et guine a pig he althy and hap py.
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Grass hay shouLd be the
high-fi ber cornerstone of every
guinea pig's diet. The fiber in hay
heLps meet the important digestive
health needs of herbivores such
as guinea pigs. A daity recommended
amount of a uniform, fortified food provides
essential vitamins and minerats not found in hay. Fresh greens
are also an important component of aguinea pig's diet, and
healthy treats can be beneficial when given in moderation.

Your guinea pig shoutd have un[imited access to
a variety of quality grass hays. Among many
benefits, hay hetps prevent obesity, boredom,
and dental and gastrointestinat disease. Since
reptacing the hay in your guinea pig's habitat
can encourage picky eating, we recommend
changing it on[y when soiled.

Young ([ess than six months otd), pregnant,
nursing, or i[[ animals can beneflt from eating
alfatfa hay in addition to grass hay because of the higher
nutritional etements. Otherwise, alfatfa shou[d onty be
given occasionatty as a treat.

Hay Selectian
Keep in mind: Grass hay should make up the majority of your
pet's daity diet. Offer a variety of hay to your guinea pig to
promote optimum health. Since hay is a natural product, each
bag witt look and feeI different. Use our Taste & Texture Guide
located on every hay package to determine your pet's taste and
texture preferences.

We have many allnaturaI farm-fresh
hays to choose from inctudin gWestern
Ttmothy, Orchard Grass, Oat Hay, Botanical
Hay, Organic l,tleadow Hay, and Hoy Blends -
W ester n T imothy & O r char d. Atso, chec k
out our HorvestStacks [ine ofcompressed
hays for extra enrichment.

P roviding a daily r ec o mme nd,ed.

omount of a high-fiber, oge-
op p r o p riate f o rtifie d f o o d with
stabilizedvitamin C

will help e ns ur e thot y o ur
pet receives essential uitomins
and mine r als not f o und in hay.

PelletSelection
Atways choose an age-
appropriate pettet specifi cally
formulated for guinea pigs. Our
Essentials Yo ung G uinea
Pig F o ad o r Gar de n SeLect Yo ung
GuineaPig Food are ideaI for
guinea pigs under six months
of age. For guinea pigs over six
months, choose one of our three aduLt formulas.

lVlixes with nuts, corn, seeds, and fruit because guinea
pigs have a tendency to select those tempting morse[s
over the heatthy petlets

Fresh greens are a vital part of your pet's daily diet. Greens
contribute to hydration and provide necessary vitamins and
minera[s, as we[[ as enrichment. Check with your quaLified
exotics veterinarian for afuL[ [ist of appropriate greens.
A good starter list of varieties to offer and avoid inc[udes:

Romaine, bib, and red
leaf [ettuce

Treats (inctuding fruits and veggies) are
great for encouraging interaction between
you and your pet, but they should onty be
given after daity foods have been eaten.
Offering too many treats can cause your
guinea pig to refuse his heaLthy, essential
foods. lt's important to remember that
not a[[ treats are created equat! Atl Oxbow
treat varieties are designed to be as who[esome
as they are de[icious.

Rabbits,

AVOID:
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Leeks, chives, and onions

HAY

GREENS
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GUINEA PIG

FORTIFIED FOO

yourguineapig
shouldbeeating
opileof haytwice

the size oftheir
body doily.

Generolly,

DID YOU KNOW?
Your guinea.pig's feeth never stop growing.
Hay is essenfiol because it stimulates normal
chewing and d.ental weo; patterns, helping
decrease the risk of dental disease.
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Guinea pigs need asafe placethot allows enoughroom
to climb, jump, ondexplore, aswellasto escape potential
e nv ir o nme ntol stressors.

Choose a wet[-constructed habitat with a solid floor and set up
near househotd activities, but away from drafts. Your guinea pig's
habitat shoutd be outfitted with environmental essentials such
as a space to hide (Timothy CLUB Bungolow o r Tunnel), a [itter box
tined with litter and bedding (PureComfort bedding layered on
top of Eco-Strow [itter), some toys, grass hay, a food bow[,
and two sources of fresh, ctean water.

The confi nes of a habitat do not altow enough space for a pet's
exercise needs. AtI animals benefit from activity and
love to move and exp[ore; a ptay yard a[lows you to
create a safe, secure exercise area for your pet.

E Fortified age-specific food: one of Oxbow's

two premium formutas for guinea pigs under
six months of age. For guinea pigs over six

months of age, choose one of Oxbow's three adutt

fo rm u Las.

n T*o or more varieties of Oxbow's farm-fresh hay

I Oxbow treats for heaithy bonding and enrichment

n Water bottle and heavy water dish

n Heavyfood bowl

n Large habitat with solid, non-s[ip flooring

E Large ptay yard for safe exercise outside the habitat

E Uiaing space such as Oxbow's Timothy CLUB Bungolow

or Tunnel

E Litter and bedding material such as Oxbow's Eco-Straw

and Pure Comfort Bedding

I Noturotscience Vitomin C supplement, as neededx

*ln times ofstress, a guinea plg's needfor v|tamin C con

fluctuate. Supplementwith NaturaL Science Vitamin C
to ensure your guinea pig is getting whot he needs.

Guinea pigs often show their affection through vocalizations.
For examp[e, you may hear a sound ca[led "wheeking" when
your pet is looking for a treat, or purring when being hetd. Also,
your guinea pig may "popcorn" - bounce excited[y and repeatedty
to express happiness. The best way to interact with your guinea
pig is to play with him on the floor. As creatures of habit, guinea
pigs need to be introduced to changes s[ow[y in regards to
feedings and routines.

Some guinea pig behaviors can seem rather strange.
For exampte, you may see your guinea pig eat

its own poop. This is a normal, heatthy
behavior that provides essential

vitamins and nutrients.

Be prepared for your pet's visits by making a Iist of any questions
or concerns you may have ahead of time. Ask yourveterinarian
to recommend an appropriate age to have your guinea pig spayed
or neutered; this wilL increase the chances of a [onger, healthier
[ife for your pet. N/any guinea pig heatth probtems are preventab[e
with proper diet and care. To locate a qualified exotics veterinarian
near you, visit aemv.org.
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Loose, soft, or lack of stooL

Smal[, dry, or infrequent
stoo ls

Blood in the urine

Sneezing or troubte
breath ing

Hunching in a corner or
Lack of activity (tethargy)

Overgrown front teeth
Observed difficuLty
with chewing
Batd patches in the fur
Sores on the feet
Abnorma[ eating
or drinking
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HOUSING YOUR GUINEA PIG

Guinea pigs ore
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by nature.

YOUR GUINEA PIG'S HEATTH

SUPPIIES FOR,
YOUR GUINEA'P'IG

REASONS TO CONTACT YOUR YET:

For more information about your guinea pig's nutrition and behaviors, visit www.oxbowanimathealth.com.
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